Engineers Without Borders New London County CT Professionals Meeting Minutes: 6 April, 2011
Attendees:
Meggan Harris
Dave Bullock
Chris Manner
Aija Zeidenbergs
Ted Rudinsky
Vin Romano
Dan Ursino
Alex Enwonwu
Stewart Pollin
Dave Sacco
Chapter Business:
· $500 in donations have been made since the last meeting in support of our chapter.
· We need help selling tickets to the fundraiser.  Please promote as much as possible.
· Meggan and Vin applied for grants through EWB for the project.
· Dan and Vin to attend the CT Society of Civil Engineers dinner at the US Coast Guard Academy on the evening of April 13th 
· Dan Ursino is our new College Outreach Chair.  Thank you!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CT Invention Convention is the morning of our fundraiser, May 14th.  Details are on the website.
Local Projects:
· Dave Bullock briefed on the Habitat for Humanity event.  4 people attended.
· Dave is going to set up another event.
· Dan made the recommendation that we should reach out to other communities on the green roof project.  Meggan took the action.
International Project Update:
· Guest speaker Dave Sacco came.  He spoke about what to expect during the first assessment trip and provided guidance.  The following are the highlights.
· Everything will take longer than expected.
· The more people who can come and perspectives, the better.
· He recommended bringing a GPS to map out way points.  He also recommended determining what topographical and other map data exists such that the way points can be compared and 3D plots made.
· Have the community show the group examples of successful and unsuccessful attempts at what they are asking us to do.
· Utilize meetings with various members of the community to determine tangible projects.  Start small, but start quickly.
· Get as much information as you can.  
· If digging will be required for the project, dig a hole to understand how sandy it is.
· Go to the locations where materials will be purchased and determine what the standard sizes are.  
· Take more photos than you think you need to.
· Determine who is driving the project if possible?
· Is there community support?
· Does the community want to use a new technology?
· Where is the right location to start the project?
· Is there government involvement.
· Dave recommended having a female talk to the females of the community, to ensure communications are not hindered.
· Vin took the action to make final tweaks to the 521 and submit it.
· Meggan is working on the Health and Safety Plan.
· Any members who want to travel MUST, MUST, MUST be paid members for insurance purposes.
Important Dates:
	May 14th, 6-10PM, fundraiser
	Next meeting will be a social hour prior to the fundraiser at the Harp and Dragon in Norwich.
